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Abstract: This presentation will introduce an ongoing dialogue within the condensed matter and

materials physics (CMMP) community to define itself in a compelling fashion. The National Research
Council oversees decadal studies of scientific subfields in order to help inform science policy decisions,
such as concerns the level of funding that should be invested in the discipline. As a member of the 2010
assessment committee for CMMP, I will present perspectives on the grand challenges in the field, and

examples that should stimulate discussion and also be useful in framing new initiatives. The
presentation should be entertaining and of general interest.
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