ARGONNE NATIONAL LABORATORY
9700 South Cass Avenue, Argonne, Illinois 60439
telephone:  (630) 252-3520
Building 200

fax:  (630) 252-9555



E-MAIL:  carlisle@anl.gov

DATE:
March 10, 2003
TO:
All MSD
FROM:
John Carlisle, Goran Karapetrov, Bernd Kabius, Janice Coble
SUBJECT:
MSD Research Summary: Request for Highlights by March 21
Now that the FWP's are done, its time to turn our attention to creating a Research Summary book of MSD's scientific programs suitable for general distribution to visitors, interviewees, funding agents, and other research institutions. This research summary will represent MSD's science in a nutshell and be our ambassador to the community.  It will consist of scientific highlights from each of our research areas in the standard two page format: A one page narrative without figures and a one-page visual (PowerPoint slide). This is the same format used for the Poster Highlights at the DOE review in Nov 2001, and for our highlight communications to Germantown.

An example narrative and visual is enclosed with this email. Please use the same formatting (fonts, margins, etc.) in you contribution. Do not put FWP numbers into the narrative or visual, but do mention the performers so that readers will know who to contact.

The highlights are due back to us by March 21.  In contrast to the FWPs just completed, the highlights should emphasize the broad scientific sweep of MSD's programs, cutting across FWPs where appropriate.  As a guide, each theme (see below) should have between 6-10 highlights, for a total of about 60-80 for the Division as a whole. (we had about 60 poster highlights at the November 2001 review). Please send them to John Carlisle via email at Carlisle@anl.gov.
The Highlights will form the basis of the MSD Research Summary, which will appear in two formats: 1) as a book, to be handed out to visitors, funding agents, etc., and 2) as a set of WebPages (a virtual “tour” of MSD perhaps) on the MSD website. The goal is to create a document that presents the unique science, resources, and personnel in such a way as to demonstrate MSD as a coherent whole that is much more that the sum of its parts.

So, as you assemble your highlights, please keep in mind the following, as this information will be used to create the organizational structure of the book and the website:

1) Scientific Themes: As we did for the DOE review in November 2001, we will organize the highlights around scientific themes: Complex Systems, Superconductivity, Magnetism, Synthesis, Surface Interactions, Neutron, X-ray and electron scattering, Theory and Simulation, etc. Think about writing your Highlight with these themes in mind. 

2) Unique Resources: One of the unique strengths of MSD/ANL is that we have world-class resources available to probe the properties of materials, by scattering photons (APS), electrons (EMC), or neutrons (IPNS), to robustly simulate complex systems/processes (Computation, Beowulf Clusters), to develop new theories to understand new phenomena (Theory Institute), and to synthesize and characterize materials at the nanoscale (CNM). Please try to work in your use of these resources into your highlight as much as possible.

3) Collaborations: Be sure to emphasize work that crosses FWP, sectional, divisional boundaries. Collaborations with universities and other national labs demonstrates the broad impact of MSD regionally, nationally, and internationally.

4) People: Another strength we want to emphasize is the participation of young scientists in driving our research, especially graduate students and postdocs. Be sure to mention their names and institutions (if applicable). One of the points we will want to emphasize in the Summary is the number of graduate students conducting their Thesis research in MSD.

5) Excitement/Impact: What is it about your highlight that is exciting/interesting to someone outside your specialty? What is the context for this work? What barriers does this new work break through? What new areas of research does this work open up? What grant challenge is this activity focused on?

Again, your Highlights are due back to the committee by March 21. Any comments and/or suggestions are welcome.

Attachments: 
Highlight Narrative Template


Highlight Visual Template
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