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EQO Safety is looking forward to again working with you in preparation for open house.  To review some of the concerns are requirements, we identified some basic guidelines to help you prepare for open house.

Each division who has a display, tent or activity that is being specially set up for the 2006 Argonne Open House is responsible to ensure that compliance with the ESH Manual requirements are met for all components of the temporary display, tent or activity.  If there are any questions about the applicability of a standard, or what safety requirements must be met contact the SME listed at the beginning of the applicable ESH Manual Chapter.




  Tent Siting
As outlined in Chapter 11-2, General Fire Safety, ANL ES&H Manual, tents and canopies must be certified nonflammable.  Enclosed tents (with side panels) must also be approved for the number and location of exits.  In the event this case exists, the tent contractor shall demarcate exits with appropriate “Exit” signage above each doorway.  Each tent shall also be equipped with Tri Class fire extinguishers with numbers and locations determined by the ANL Fire Department.   In the event special conditions exist in a tent, a variety of standards exist such as the National Fuel Gas Code, National Electrical Code, or Life Safety Code may apply as well.  In the event you may wish to use LP gas, have any special conditions for electrically powering a tent or have any questions regarding an unusual egress from a tent, please call EQO Safety well enough in advance.    All tent guy wires and stakes shall be identified with a contrasting banner to alert the public of this hazard.  Regardless if the tent is secured with stakes or barrels, any guy wire shall have a contrasting banner attached to the guy wire alerting the public of this hazard.  Similarly, any stake placed in the ground shall be protected with a safety mushroom cap or other device protecting against this hazard.  Digging permits must be obtained for the tent stakes prior to the tent being erected or a digging permit must be obtained prior to any break in the soil surface for stakes, signs or similar items.  




Tours Within Buildings


Barriers that form tour routes throughout buildings shall be easily removed so as not to impair egress of exits.  Doors or areas which the public is not allowed (offices, laboratories) should be secured from opening.  Signs and posters depicting information shall be a substantive quality so that the signs will not fall.  Tour routes should be posted noting the direction of travel in the event the public strays from any group tour.  Accessibility of the public to tour routes and our audience should be considered when selecting areas.



                    Exhibits- Interior and Exterior

When constructing exhibits at an outdoor location, the use of extension cords is permitted but cannot be run through doorways or windows.  Use of any electrical device at an outdoor location must be protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter.  Electrical generators of any size shall be protected from the public utilizing a barrier (e.g. snow fence) with appropriate warnings.  Major distribution panels shall be GFCI protected as well.  All GFCIs must be tested by those installing or utilizing the equipment prior to use. All flexible power cord shall be free of defects and shall have a bridge installed to prevent tripping by the public.  Exhibits should demonstrate no hazards to the general public in its display or use.  The use of visqueen or other combustible plastic is prohibited.  On flame (fire) retardant plastic, available through AMOs, is allowed.  Compressed gas cylinder tanks (lecture bottles included) must be secured.  Experiments or demonstrations which may present an eye hazard must be guarded by a substantial transparent guard to shield the public from those hazards.  All demonstrators of experiments to the public must wear appropriate personal protective equipment.  Material safety data sheets of any chemical used around the public must be readily available to the demonstrator. 

Any exhibit which includes a Class 3 or 4 laser must be inspected or reviewed by EQO Industrial Hygiene.  Exhibits which may expose spectators to static magnetic fields more that 5 Gauss (0.5 mT), or power frequency (60 hz) fields greater than 1G (0.1 mT), may affect cardiac pacemakers or other medical electronic devices, and therefore must be reviewed by EQO Industrial Hygiene.

Any display which involves radioactive materials or ionizing radiation souces must be reviewed by Health Physics.


Any souvenir or product giveaway should be monitored to the age class the product is intended.    Any product giveaway should be reviewed if the product has ever been recalled as to a product defect or hazard at www.cpsc.gov

If any questions, please do not hesitate to call G. Dely at 2.6440

