Materials Science Division
Argonne National Laboratory

Safety Guidelines for Work in the Laboratory over the 2006-07 Holiday Shutdown


Even though the holiday period is intended to be a period of shutdown and vacation, not an opportunity to work uniterrupted, we understand that some Division members will utilize this period to come to work on their time off.
Work during the shutdown period is to be treated as working alone, see ES&H Manual Chapter 1.6.   When working alone, follow these safety precautions:

· Have ready access to the lab 911 system.  From cell phones, call (630) 252-1911 (you may want to program this number).

· Notify others (family, coworkers) where you are and what you are doing.  Have them check on you by telephone.  The laboratory can provide you with an hourly telephone safety check (call 2-5991 during regular business hours or 2-6136 during off-hours to arrange).  Don't forget to let them know when you are done.
· Restrict your lab activities to those that are absolutely essential and avoid higher risk activities altogether.  See below for a list of prohibited activities when working alone.

· Remember to sign in and out in buildings where such a mechanism is provided.
· Follow shutdown rules imposed by Building Management
· Off-shift maintenance: 2-7583, pager 4-1601

· Off-shift custodial: 2-7559, pager 4-7559

· Be careful outside the buildings: snow and ice removal may not be provided at all times

Activities that are specifically prohibited when working alone include but are not limited to (see ESH Manual 1.6.6 for complete list):

· Working with:

· Acutely toxic or corrosive gases, liquids,

· Cryogenic materials in quantities that could potentially be a hazard,
· Flammable liquids or pyrophoric materials,

· Hazardous quantities of chemicals,

· Radiation-producing devices when the operator is a first-time operator.

· Work on or around:

· Unguarded moving equipment or machinery in the work space,

· Exposed energized electrical equipment.

· Work in confined spaces.

· Laser alignment

· X-ray alignment requiring interlock override

It is a divisional responsibility to ensure that employees working alone at the Lab are not subject to increased risk as a consequence.   For this reason, we are instituting a permit system for lab work over the holiday shutdown.  If you are planning on doing any experimental work in the lab (excluding office work and computer use), please fill out the form on the next page and send it to Urs Geiser no later than Tuesday, December 19, noon.

Happy, safe holidays,

Urs Geiser, ES&H Coordinator

George Crabtree, Division Direcor

Thursday, December 21, 7:00 pm to Tuesday, January 3, 7:00 am
Permission is required for all experimental lab work during the holiday shutdown.  No special permission is required for work in offices or office-like work (computer) in a laboratory.  Submit request by Tuesday, December 19, 2006, noon, electronically to Urs Geiser, ES&H Coordinator, ugeiser@anl.gov.
Name:      
Emergency phone number at laboratory:      
Home phone number:      
Dates and times (estimate) when at the laboratory:      
Supervisor:      
Laboratory location. Building:         Room(s):      
Type of work to be performed and associated hazards (see ESH Manual 1.6 for prohibited activities; work over the shutdown is considered working alone):

     
